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Austin Dualities





Austin Dualities
× Austin is the principal city in the Austin metro 

area, the fastest growing region in the country 
for 12 consecutive years.

× Austin had the highest job growth in the last ten 
{gctu"coqpi"vjg"pcvkqpҲu"73"nctiguv"ogvtqu"cpf"
has the 4th most highly educated workforce, with 
over 52% of adults with a BA and above.

× Austin added an unprecedented number (90k+) 
of housing units between 2010 and 2020.

× Austin population growth has yielded increased 
diversity.

× Population growth has resulted in a farther 
eastward movement of primarily families of 
color to areas with fewer resources.

× In 2015, Austin was named the most 
economically segregated metro in the country, 
and BA attainment of White Austinites is 2.4 
times higher than that of Hispanic Austinites.

× Housing unit growth in Austin is not keeping 
pace with household formation, and 
homeownership rates of White households are 
1.6 times that of Black households.

× Increased diversity in Austin obscures a 
declining share of Black and Hispanic Austinites 
and a real decline among Black and Latino 
children. 



6 1928 City Plan

1934 Redlining 

1937 Housing Act ҭ Segregated Public Housing

1948 Racially Restrictive Covenants

Post-WWII Suburbanization & White Flight

1949 Housing Act ҭ Urban Renewal

1957 Industrial Development Plan

1990s SMART Growth

1956 Federal Highway Aid Act

1960s to 1980s ҭDeveloping Tech Sector  

1990sҭSMART Growth and Save Our Springs Ordinance



7

1928 City Plan

1990s SMART Growth



8 1928 City Plan

1934 Redlining 

1990s SMART Growth

Source: Homeowners Loan Corporation Maps, 1934
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Source: Collection of photos from the Austin History Center
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1957 Industrial Development Plan

1990s SMART Growth
Source: City of Austin Watershed Protection story map òTank Farm: Organizing for Justiceó.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0d6e3273366041e48625aa05f4e21822
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Planning for the Future

ÅPolicy and planning efforts relating to: 
ÅHousing affordability
ÅTransit and transportation
ÅAccess to schools and health care
ÅUtility infrastructure
ÅWorkforce dynamics

ÅAcknowledge the history and consider the 
impact on demographic trends and shifts.

ÅPolicies put in place today will have long-
standing effects on our city and 
communities.
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Downtown Austin Housing 
Snapshot

By: Urbanspace Real Estate + Interiors

















DENSITY -

Reasons to Live in Dense Neighborhoods

-Easy access to restaurants, shops, hospitality, arts, parks + living 

conveniences such as grocery stores, dentist, salon, dry cleaners

-Safety - building security, controlled access

-Walkability -cevkxg"nkhguv{ng"ykvjkp"vjg"ekv{"cpf"cnqpi"CwuvkpҲu"

hike & bike trails promotes healthy living

-Sense of community -gcej"dwknfkpi"jcu"kvu"qyp"ҵrgtuqpcnkv{Ҷ"

and offers great ways to connect with others



















Land Use & Mobility

Austin, Texas



Incremental Transit Supportive 
Land Use Policy




