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The birthplace of
Denver can be found at
the confluence of its
key waterways

For hundreds of years before Euro-
American explorers and settlers arrived,
more than 45 tribal nations relied on the
confluence of the Cherry Creek and South
Platter River as the epicenter for trade,
information sharing, community building
and healing.
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The fury of the flood that ravaged in the npper left are on 5. Kalamath ot. Di-  heap of rubble — timbers, trucks, and
Denver Wednesday and Thursday is starkly reetly below Kalamath st is the flooded Val-  trailers—lies in the bed of the South Platte
evident in this photo of the S, Kalamal ley Highway, The street running from top to  River, piling up high sgainst the hridge.

1.
W. Alasueda ave-Valley Highway area, Cars  bottoms at the left is W, Alameda ave, Machy Moasntain News Aevial Phots by Gory Cusingar




Challenge:

Exclusive focus on flood
control + urbanization
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Degradation of our
waterways for people
and the environment



Challenge: Significant flood risk for some of Denver’s

most underserved communities

CAUSE:
* Increasing impervious surfaces
 Undersized infrastructure

p——

RESULT: 100-yr floodplain now impacts

600+ buildings (400+ residential), with

potential depths ranging from 3-5 feet in

many parts of the floodplain, resulting in:

* Widespread hazardous and unsafe
conditions

* Significant property impacts and
potential financial burden
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In 2023, Denver and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers signed a
first-of-its-kind agreement putting Denver in the driver seat for
piloting an innovative delivery approach as part of the
Revolutionize USACE Civil Works Initiative
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Flood Risk Management

Regis (Chattoe Park]
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e e WSS Waterway Resiliency Project
Southern Platte Valley 1135 CAP

In an unprecedented alignment of
preparation, political will, funding, and local
Sky:and North Park ) 54 federal partnerships, Denver has a once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity to reshape our
City Park South Park waterways. thrive.

Denver’s NEST Index

Capitol Hill Congress Park Hale Mo -

Berkeley Sunnyside
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Prioritizing equity and

Enhanced mobility . o
environmental justice

Ecosystem restoration

Flood risk mitigation %é Eqwtab.le access to N
recreational opportunities
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Weir Gulch Concept Design

Partnering with Mile High Flood District :
* Waterway expertise

* Urban Stream Assessment Process

* incorporates Community Values into
design and evaluation process

URBAN STREAM FUNCTION ELEMENTS

Hydraulics . .
Vegetation

Community Values E

Hydrology Geomorphology

EXAMPLE SCORING MATRIX UTILIZING URBAN STREAM ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

ELEMENT

REACH
INDICATOR METRIC 3
CCESSTONATWRE ~ [==
ACCESS TO NATURE - SUM
ITALITY =
VITALITY - SUM
Economics i
ECONOMICS - SUM
HUMAN CONNECTION - SUM
[RUNOFF PRODUCTION
RUNOFF PRODUCTION - SU
—
FLOW REGIME -

FLOW REGIME - SUM.

EDIMENT REGIME

HYDROLOGY- SUM

FLOOD AND FLUVIAL HAZARDS - SUM

FLOW CONVEYANCE - SUM

SEDIMENT REGIME - SUM

TABILITY
STABILITY - SUM
MORPHOLOGY
GEOMORPHOLOGY - SUM
FLOW CONVEYANCE

Vs EmmONR OIGTHECHA LK ANDROODRAN

FLOW CONVEYANCE - SUM

[DYNAMIC STABILITY

DYNAMIC STABILITY - SUM

RESILIENCY

RESILIENCY - SUM,

DAPTABILITY




“ A new approach for understanding community values that inform
concept development and design

“We cannot solve problems with the kind of thinking we employed when we came up with them.” — Albert Einstein

Trust, Racial Healing and Transformation (TRHT) Framework Appreciative Inquiry

APPRECIATIVE PROCESS (AP)

@ @ BEST EXPERIENCE (past)

= Learning from our best
BEST EXPERIENCE lived experience.

LAW

CIVIL, CRIMINAL &
PUBLIC POLICIES

ECONOMY

STRUCTURED INEQUALITY &
BARRIERS TO OPPORTUNITY

SEPARATION §

SEGREGATION, COLONIZATION
& CONCENTRATED POVERTY

9 VALUES (current)
Discerning what has
meaning, significance,
and value now.

LOCAL COALITIONS
VISIONING, PLANNING & IMPLEMENTING

NARRATIVE _) L RACIAL

CHANGE HEALING

TRUTH TELLING TRUST & RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

-(O)- WISHES (future)
“  Dare todream of the ideal,
possible outcome.

The Center for Appreciative Inquiry © All Rights Reserved
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Ashlee.Grace@denvergov.org
Director, Waterway Resiliency Program

DENVERGOV.ORG/WATERWAYRESILIENCY

Heron-Pond/Carpio-Sanguinetti on South Platte River

WATERWAY
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WEIR GULCH « SOUTH PLATTE + HARVARD GULCH
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SHARE & WIN

Share your feedback on today’s event and be entered to win a
complimentary registration to the 2026 Resilience Summit!
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