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From its establishment in 1936, ULI’s fundamental purpose has been to connect industry leaders,
inspire best practices for equitable and sustainable land use, and lead in anticipating and 
addressing challenges facing the urban landscape.

Headquartered in Washington, D.C., ULI is an independent 
and nonpartisan organization singularly focused on impact.
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LOCAL IMPACT

70+ District and National Councils worldwide

ULI AMERICAS

58 District Councils

ULI ASIA PACIFIC

7 National Councils

ULI EUROPE

13 National Councils



ULI’s Urban Resilience program is focused on how buildings, cities, and 
communities can be more resilient to the impacts of climate change and other 
environmental vulnerabilities. We do this by:

▪ Advancing industry understanding of resilience

▪ Cultivating champions for resilience and catalyzing resilience partnerships

▪ Supporting communities in becoming more climate resilient

ULI’s Urban Resilience Program



Water Wise Report

Water Wise: Strategies for Drought-
Resilient Development introduces the 
challenges associated with drought and 
limited freshwater availability and 
provides best practices for real estate and 
land use professionals to address them.

▪ Water-wise policy recommendations
included! 

▪ Many case studies!

From ULI’s Urban Resilience Program



ULI Reports & Resources on Flooding

More ULI resources 
on flood 

preparedness:



Water Wise Development Coalition

▪ Who: ULI, in partnership with the Alliance 
for Water Efficiency, the Sonoran Institute, 
and the WaterNow Alliance, is convening 
land use and real estate professionals 
with policymakers and decision-makers. 

▪ What: Advancing water-smart real estate 
development and supportive policies.

▪ When & Where: Quarterly virtual meetings.

▪ How: Participants will have a say in 
meeting topics, speakers, and efforts.

Intro for newbies!



▪ ULI welcome and introductions (5 
minutes)

▪ Speakers (20 minutes each, including 
individual Q&A):

▪ Kelly Connolly Kern, Director of Public 
Affairs, Alliance for Water Efficiency

▪ Lindsay Rogers, Policy Manager for 
Municipal Conservation, Western Resource 
Advocates

▪ Group discussion and resource sharing 
(20 minutes)

▪ ULI wrap up (5 minutes)

Agenda
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http://www.a4we.org/


Threats to 
Voluntary 
Programs

Reconcilliation
Standard 
Rollbacks

Appropriations
Federal 

Shutdown
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https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/watersense-saves-americans-money-and-supports-american-manufacturers/
https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/watersense-saves-americans-money-and-supports-american-manufacturers/
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https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/awe-submits-comments-opposing-doe-proposals-to-rescind-and-weaken-water-efficiency-standards/
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Residential_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Residential_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Commercial_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Commercial_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Compact_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Compact_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Dishwashers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Dishwashers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Faucets_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Faucets_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Automatic_Commercial_Ice_Makers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Automatic_Commercial_Ice_Makers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
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https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/Appliance Standards Fact Sheet-02.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/Appliance Standards Fact Sheet-02.pdf
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Uncertainty at the Federal Level 

Opportunities at the State & Local Levels

Water Supply Demands Increasing



OFFICE 773-360-5100 

https://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org 

318 W Adams St., Ste. 1514
Chicago, IL 60606

Thank You!
3/6/2025

kelly@a4we.org

mailto:kelly@a4we.org


Trends in State & Local Water Wise 
Land Use Policy

Lindsay Rogers, Policy Manager for Municipal Conservation
Water Wise Development Coalition| October 22, 2025



Western Resource 
Advocates

AZ
NM

CO
UT

NV

WY

MT

State Legislatures

State Agencies 
& Commissions

Electric Utilities

Federal & Regional 
Collaboration

Diverse Coalitions
& Communities

WRA works across seven states in the Interior West to 

protect our climate, land, air, and water. 

Local Governments



• Water efficient fixture standards

• Limiting nonfunctional turf

• Landscape and irrigation contractor licensing

• Water element in General Plans

• State funding & support for water wise land use

Policy Mechanisms:



Water Efficient Fixture Standards

State Toilets Showerhea
ds

Urinals Residential 
Lavatory 
Faucets

Spray 
Sprinkler 

Bodies

CO WS WS 0.125gpm 1.2gpm WS

NV WS WS WS WS WS

CA WS 1.8 gpm 0.125 gpf 1.2 gpm WS

UT 1.6 gpf WS WS WS N/A

WaterSense 
Standards

1.28 gpf 2.0 gpm 0.5 gpf 1.5 gpm WaterSense 
specification

AZ
NM

UT
NV

WY

CO
CA

allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/

state-fixture-standards-matrix/



PLUMBING FIXTURE MAXIMUM

Water closets (toilets)—single-flush tank-
type

Single-flush volume of 0.8 gal.

Water closets (toilets)—dual-flush tank-type Full-flush volume of 1.0 gal.

Urinals Flush volume 0.125 gal.

Public lavatory faucets Flow rate—0.35 gpm (1.35 L/min)

Public metering self-closing faucet 0.25 gal (1.0 L) per metering cycle

Residential bathroom lavatory sink faucets Flow rate—1.0 gpm.

Residential kitchen faucets Flow rate—1.8 gpm (6.8 L/min)
a

Residential showerheads Flow rate—1.5 gpm.

Residential shower compartment (stall) 
in dwelling units and guest rooms

Flow rate from all shower outlets total 
of 1.8 gpm.

2022 Denver Green Code 

TABLE 601.3.2.1 PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS REQUIREMENTS

• Based on International Green 
Construction Code

• Required for new commercial and 
multi-family construction

• Some voluntary, enhanced 
requirements

https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#dwelling_unit
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/6/water-use-efficiency#table_601.3.2.1


Limiting Nonfunctional Turf

• NV: Prohibits the use of Colorado River water for irrigating 
nonfunctional turfgrass in commercial areas & HOAs starting in 
2027 (2021, AB356)

• CA: Prohibits the use of potable water for irrigating nonfunctional 
turf in commercial and institutional areas, effective in 2027-2031 
(2023, AB 1572)

• UT: Requires cities/counties that want to be eligible for the state’s 
turf replacement funding program to adopt  water efficiency 
standards that limit turf – i.e., no more than 20% of the landscaped 
area for CII and no turf in narrow areas (2023, SB 118)

• CO: Requires cities/counties to adopt standards that prohibit the 
installation of new nonfunctional turf on CII and multi-family 
properties and to limit new turfgrass on other residential 
properties, effective in 2026 & 2028 (SB24-005 & HB25-1113)

AZ
NM

UT
NV

WY

CO
CA



• SB5 Fact Sheet 

• Template presentation for 

communities

• Key Considerations Guide

• Grasses and Plants Guide

• Streamlined Templates and 

Processes Guide

• Compliant Code Matrix

Colorado SB24-005 
Implementation Resources



Landscape & Irrigation Contractor Licensing

• CA’s C-27 Landscaping Contractor License 
o 4-year journey-level experience
o Must pass a rigorous exam and study guide
o CA’s Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

(MWELO); requires certified landscape irrigation auditor

• NV’s C-10 Landscape Contractor License
o 4-year journey-level experience
o Pass a trade and business law exam

• UT’s S-330 Landscaping Contractor License
o Must complete a pre-licensure course & annual CEUs
o Applies to contractors completing projects >$50k

AZ
NM

UT
NV

WY

CO
CA



Landscape Professional Certification in Colorado

• Landscape companies register with 
the Town and designate one or 
more Registered Landscape 
Professionals

• Must complete & maintain 
Qualified Water Efficient 
Landscaper certification

westernresourceadvocates.org/commun
ity-hub-landscape-transformation-

water-conservation/



Water Efficiency in General Plans

• AZ 
o First CRB state to require a specific water element outlining projected 

future demand and supply availability 
o Serves as a legally binding, regulatory document
o (Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 9-461.05 2019)

• UT
o Mandates a water use and preservation element that includes: the 

effect of development on water demand, methods for reducing water 
demand in existing and future development, opportunity to reduce 
water waste 

o (Utah Rev. Stat. § 10-9a-403 2022)

• CO
o Mandates a water supply element that includes projected water 

supply and demand, water conservation policies & other Colorado 
Water Plan goals 

o (CO Rev Stat § 31-23-206 2023)

AZ
NM

UT
NV

WY

CO
CA



Summit County, UT Water Element

• Two Planning Divisions: Snyderville Basin & 
Eastern Summit

• Water scarcity challenges 
• Public anti-development sentiment vs. state 

housing requirements 

• Strategies:
o Coordinated, regional Water Conservation 

Plans and Drought Response Plans
o Updated water wise landscaping code
o Early and more frequent engagement with 

water providers in development review 
process 

o Updated zoning to encourage cluster 
development and smaller single-family homes 
and lots



State Funding & Support for Water Wise Land Use 

• CO
o CWCB & DOLA fund water efficiency & land use planning
o E.g., Growing Water Smart program, turf replacement 

programs/projects, advanced metering, water elements in 
General Plans

• UT
o DWR & Conservancy Districts fund secondary metering 

($200M), turf replacement, Growing Water Smart, smart 
controllers, toilet rebates

• AZ
o Water Infrastructure Finance Authority for advanced metering, 

education, efficient fixtures, turf replacement, etc.

• NV / Southern Nevada Water Authority
o Funding for turf replacement, evaporative cooling upgrades, 

leak detection program, septic to sewer conversion

• CA 
o DWR grants for integrated regional water management,  water 

use efficiency

AZ
NM

UT
NV*

WY

CO
CA



Large Water Users Policies

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000 80,000 90,000 100,000

2035

2030

acre-feet/year

Estimated incremental water use, data centers

Potential additional water demand associated with gas generation



LINDSAY.ROGERS@WESTERNRESOURCES.ORG

Thank You & Questions!



Resources & Updates

▪ Convening local roundtables and/or focus groups 
between public and private sector land use and water 
professionals, aimed at supporting water-wise real 
estate and supportive policies. Reach out if you or 
someone you know is interested!

▪ Documenting the business case for water-wise land 
uses. Please let me know if you have case studies 
that demonstrate the financial ROI for water-wise real 
estate and built environments!

▪ NEW article series in Urban Land Magazine about 
coalition meeting topics – opportunity for authorship!

Interested? Email Marianne.Eppig@uli.org

Generously supported by:

ULI Opportunities
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Programming Brainstorm
Let us know what you want for coalition meetings!

Cohort Programming Agenda Subject Brainstorm

Nov 19, 2025 Update on CO River guideline negotiations and potential impacts on land use

Jan/Feb 2026 Data center water use and industry best practices

April/May/June 2026 Water Demand Calculator (IAPMO, Fort Collins?)

July/Aug/Sept 2026 Agriculture/development interface? (Robert Sakata, Sonoran 
Institute/Waverly Klaw on Bridging the Gap)

Oct/Nov/Dec 2026 Development review process and developer/government interface?

Jan/Feb/March 2027 MLS listings and water use/efficiency?



Join us for the 2026 
Resilience Summit!

May 8, 2026

Nashville, TN



SURVEY

Please take 5 minutes to complete the 
program survey: 

▪ Using the QR code here 

▪ Or using the link: 
https://urbanlandinstitute.qualtrics.com/jfe/f
orm/SV_cveKlXiIqshnjwy 

Impact stories/testimonials may be featured 
by ULI!

We’d love to hear from you!



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!

You can reach me at Marianne.Eppig@uli.org
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