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Headquartered in Washington, D.C., ULI is an independent
and nonpartisan organization singularly focused on impact.
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inspire best practices for equitable and sustainable landuse, andlead in anticipating and
addressing challenges facing the urban landscape.
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LOCAIMPACT

Other Service TP 70+ District and National Councils worldwide
E"g‘"ee’wg ULI AMERICAS ULI EUROPE ULI ASIA PACIFIC
Developers
58 District Councils 13 National Councils 7 National Councils
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communities can be more resilient to the impacts of climate change and other
environmental vulnerabilities. We do this by:

AAdvancing industry understanding of resilience
A Cultivating champions for resilience and catalyzing resilience partnerships
ASupporting communities in becoming more climate resilient

Ul nsimae

FIREBREAK

Wildfire Resilience Strategies for Real Estate

O LIS (T2 1] B
o i i At "’ o e

> =y ) o
N a7
o _ pree ey =
S SN s 2 o
i el || R




Urban Land
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Water Wise Report
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Water Wise: Strategies for Drought
Resilient Developmenintroduces the
challenges associated with drought and
limited freshwater availability and
provides best practices for real estate and
land use professionals to address them.

Strategies for Drought-Resilient Development

Water-wise policy recommendations
Included!

Many case studies!




ULI Reports & Resources on Flooding
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STORMWATER, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, AND REAL ESTATE
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Water Wise Development Coalition

Intro for newbies!

A Who: ULLI, in partnership with the Alliance
for Water Efficiency, the Sonoran Institute,
and the WaterNow Alliance, is convening
land use and real estate professionals
with policymakers and decision-makers.

A What: Advancing water-smart real estate
development and supportive policies.

A When & Where:Quarterly virtual meetings.

A How: Participants will have a say in
meeting topics, speakers, and efforts.
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Agenda

ULI welcome and introductions (5
minutes)

Speakers (20 minutes each, including
individual Q&A):

Kelly Connolly Kern Director of Public
Affairs, Alliancefor Water Efficiency

Lindsay Rogers, Policy Manager for
Municipal Conservation, Western Resource
Advocates

Group discussion and resource sharing
(20 minutes)

ULI wrap up (5 minutes)
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ABOUT AWE

Our Mission: To promote the efficient and sustainable
use of water across North America.

Supporting water efficiency practitioners from 550+
organizations, including water utility agencies, local
and state governments, product manufacturers and
businesses, universities, and environmental nonprofits.

AWE develops cutting-edge research and tools, offers
peer-to-peer learning opportunities, and advocates at
the state and federal level for water-efficient policies,
products, and funding.

Connect with us on social media or visit www.a4we.org to
learn more



http://www.a4we.org/

2025 FEDERAL OVERVIEW

Threats to
Voluntary Reconcilliation
Programs

Standard
Rollbacks

Federal
Shutdown

Appropriations




IMPLICATIONS FORTHIS COALITION

Changes at the federal level will likely
significantly impact regional, state,
and local water supplies.

May result in a patchwork of different
laws/standards.

Depending on preemption, there
may be opportunities to pursue
changes at the state and local levels
amidst the challenges of the current
federal climate.




VOLUNTARY
PROGRAMS:
WATERSENSE &
ENERGY STAR




WATERSENSE

In early 2025, the EPA announced plans to “overhaul”WaterSense specificatior
changes have yet to occur

Some specifications under development have been paused
Defunding/program elimination lesser threat in 2nd administration

AWE and partners have been advocating for WaterSense since the
Trump Administration took office, including:

Organizing a letter of support signed by nearly 100 orgs

Meetings with EPA and Congress, Appropriations requests to Congress
AWE fact sheet on the benefits of WaterSense released

Resulting in: House & Senate appropriations bills include language
supportive of WaterSense funding (budget cuts still likely)


https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/watersense-saves-americans-money-and-supports-american-manufacturers/
https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/watersense-saves-americans-money-and-supports-american-manufacturers/

ENERGYSTAR

Trump Administration’s proposed FY 2026 budget
would eliminate program funding.

Broad cross-sectoral industry support resulted in a
changing of course. A letter of support signed by
a broad coalition of 1100 companies and other
organizations was sent earlier this year.

In July, Congressional appropriations committees
voted to continue funding ENERGYSTAR.

g

ENERGY STAR




APPLIANCE &
FIXTURE
STANDARDS
AT RISK




DEFENDING FEDERAL WATER EFFICIENCY STANDARDS

Shower Heads

President directed DOE (Spring) to change the definition of a shower head to allow
multiple nozzles that each have flow rates below the legal limit of 2.5 gpm

AWE believes the new, generic definition doesn't allow for multi-nozzle showerheads
Parallel legislation introduced in the House by Rep. Fry (SC)

Other Water-Using Devices

President directs DOE (May 9) to roll back water and energy efficiency standards and to
not enforce existing regulations in the interim

Directs DOE to eliminate the preemption waiver (preempting states from having stronger
standards - state AGs are engaged)

Rep. Allen (GA) introduced Don't Mess With My Home Appliances
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COALITION COMMENTS TO DOE PROPOSED RULES

AWE, AWWA, AMWA, NRDC, ASAP, & others submitted
comments opposing DOE proposed rules:

A Residential Clothes Washers

A Commercial Clothes Washers

A Compact Clothes Washers

A Dishwashers

A Commercial Pre-rinse Spray Valves
A Faucets

A Automatic Commercial Ice Makers



https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/awe-submits-comments-opposing-doe-proposals-to-rescind-and-weaken-water-efficiency-standards/
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Residential_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Residential_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Commercial_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Commercial_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Compact_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Compact_Clothes_Washers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Dishwashers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Dishwashers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Pre-Rinse_Spray_Valves_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Faucets_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Faucets_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Automatic_Commercial_Ice_Makers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf
https://appliance-standards.org/sites/default/files/Automatic_Commercial_Ice_Makers_Proposed_Rollback_Comments.pdf

WHAT IS AT STAKE

Blocking states from setting standards undermines local, tailored
solutions to water challenges

Less efficient products can worsen drought conditions by
increasing water use during historic, widespread droughts

According to DOE, in 2024 alone, federal efficiency standards:
Reduced a typical household’s utility bills by $576
Saved 1.7 trillion gallons of water



https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/Appliance Standards Fact Sheet-02.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/Appliance Standards Fact Sheet-02.pdf

ZOOMING IN:
POLICY AT STATE

& LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
LEVELS
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AWE STATE POLICY SCORECARD

Editions released in 2023, 2017, 2012

Evaluated and ranked each U.S. state based
on its adoption of laws and policies that
advance water efficiency, conservation,
sustainability, and affordability

Includes regional rankings as well as
individual scorecards with specific
recommendations

2022 State Policy Scorecard
for Water Efficiency and Sustainability State FiXtureS Matrix




TRENDS IN STATE & LOCAL POLICIES

HOA Water-Wise Landscape Restrictions

TX House Bill 517: prohibits HOAs from fining -
homeowners for brown lawns during local .
watering restrictions, bans mandatory turf '

installation, & prohibits restrictions on

drought-resistant landscaping or rainwater
harvesting

Similar bills adopted across the Western U.S.
Non-Functional Turf Bans

Nevada, Colorado, California, Utah
Municipalities across the West

IAPMQ’s Water Demand Calculator
Phoenix, AZ; Castle Rock, CO; Seattle, WA




NON-FUNCTIONAL TURF RESOURCES

NFT | e
CalWEP launched A L)

NonFunctionalTurfCA.org to
support communities e LR,
implementing CA AB-1572, which MORE BEAUTY.
outlaws potable water for NFT at

C I I & H OA S h a red S pa Ce S A new law bans wote;irr;ig:;:;s ‘Sti;s:t;c;bjs:uu;s/seogggeblic and commerci
Feat ures a su ite Of resources: Check Local Rules and Requirements
Factsheets " |
Case Studies . \
Sector-Specific Guides pusLic g SOMERCAL pepucamionaL 1 o8
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CARROT & STICKS

State & Local Incentives: Rebates for
water-saving practices and products,
ranging from irrigation system updates,
efficient fixtures and appliances, and
landscape transformations.

Water Conservation Rebate Tax Parity
Act: Introduced with bipartisan supportin
Congress
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LOOKING AHEAD

mam  Opportunities at the State & Local Levels

mme \Vater Supply Demands Increasing




Thank You!

Alliance
Jor Water
Efficiency

318 W Adams St., Ste. 1514
Chicago, IL 60606

OFFICH73-360-5100
https://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org

kelly@adwe.org



mailto:kelly@a4we.org

[

Lindsay Rogers, Policy Manager for Municipal Conservation
Water Wise Development Coalition| October 22, 2025



Western Resource
Advocates

Federal & Regional
Collaboration

State Legislatures

State Agencies
& Commissions

Local Governments
Electric Utilities

Diverse Coalitions
& Communities

WRA works across seven states in ltiterior Westto
protect our climate land, air, and water.




Policy Mechanisms:

Water efficient fixture standards
Limiting nonfunctional turf
Landscape and irrigation contractor licensing

Water element in General Plans
State funding & support for water wise land use @




Water Efficient Fixture Standards

WS WS 0.125gpm  1.2gpm WS
WS WS WS WS WS

WS 1.8gpm 0.125¢gpf 1.2gpm WS

1.6 gpf WS WS WS N/A
WaterSense 1.28gpf 2.0gpm 0.5gpf 1.5gpm WaterSense
Standards specification

allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource

state-fixture-standardsmatrix/




2022 Denver Green Code

Based on International Green
Construction Code

Required for new commercial and
multi-family construction

Some voluntary, enhanced
requirements

PLUMBING FIXTURE

MAXIMUM

Water closets (toilets) singleflush tank
type

Singleflush volume of

Water closets (toilets) duakflush tanktype

Fultflush volume of

Urinals

Flush volumé.125gal.

Public lavatory faucets

Flow rata 0.35gpm(1.35L/min)

Public metering seitlosing faucet

0.25 gal (1.0 L) per metering cycle

Residentiabathroom lavatory sink faucets

Flow rata

Residentiakitchen faucets

Flow rata 1.8gpm(6.8 L/minf

Residentiashowerheads

Flow rata 1.5gpm

Residentiashower compartment (stall)

in dwelling unitsand guest rooms

Flow rate from all shower outlets total
of

PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS REQUIREMENTS



https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#residential
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/3/definitions-abbreviations-and-acronyms#dwelling_unit
https://up.codes/viewer/denver/igcc-2021/chapter/6/water-use-efficiency#table_601.3.2.1

Limiting Nonfunctional Turf

A NV:Prohibits the use of Colorado River water for irrigating
nonfunctional turfgrass in commercial areas & HOAS starting in
2027(2021, AB356)

A CA:Prohibits the use of potable water for irrigating nonfunctional
turf in commercial and institutional areas, effective in 282331
(2023, AB 1572)

A UTwSIljdzA NBS&a OAGASakO2dzydiAasSa GKIFG g1 "
turf replacement funding program to adopt water efficiency
standards that limit turg i.e., no more than 20% of the landscaped
area for Cll and no turf in narrow are@23, SB 118)

A CO:Requires cities/counties to adopt standards that prohibit the
installation of new nonfunctional turf on Cll and md#imily
properties and to limit new turfgrass on other residential
properties, effective in 2026 & 2028B24005 & HB251113)




Colorado SB24005
Implementation Resources

A
A

SB5 Fact Sheet

Template presentation for
communities

Key Considerations Guide
Grasses and Plants Guide
Streamlined Templates and
Processes Guide
Compliant Code Matrix

JULY 2025

Colorado Senate Bill 24-005
Key Considerations Guide

COLORADO
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Landscape & Irrigation Contractor Licensing

A | | Q&7 Landscaping Contractor License
0 4-year journeylevel experience
0 Must pass a rigorous exam and study guide
o/ 1 Qa az2RSftf 2 GSNI 9FFAOASY
(MWELO); requires certified landscape irrigation auditor

A b + Q-&0 Landscape Contractor License
0 4-year journeylevel experience
0 Pass a trade and business law exam

A I ¢ Q280 fandscaping Contractor License
0 Must complete a prdicensure course & annual CEUs
0 Applies to contractors completing projects >$50k




Landscape Professional Certification in Colorado

Landscape companies register with
the Town and designate one or
more Registered Landscape
Professionals

Must complete & maintain
Qualified Water Efficient
Landscaper certification

westernresourceadvocates.org/commu

ity -hub-landscapetransformation-
water-conservation/




